Those timbers were long enough to extend from one side 
, .J church to the other. This Is about twenty-four feet. 
of 7r these timbers when It dried split at one end. It 
then * 8S necessary to bore a hole through it and insert a 
wooden pin* 

The boards were cut on a "up and down" mill. This saw 
was like a crosscut saw and was worked up and down by water 
power. The finishings inside were done by hand planes. 

This church is now known as Bethel and is being used 
by the Presbyterian congregation with the permission of the 
Buckley family. The lot when not used as a church ground 
reverts to the Buckley estate. 


Donna Joan Wolford 
George Douglas Dunbrack 


Torrence Watson Trent 
Irma Anderson Trent 


Pamela Lucille Trent 
Thomas Keyser 


Meredith Overholt Trent 
Stheline Fink 


Addle Buckley Dunbrack 


Todd Meredith Trent 


Sandra Dare Keyser 
John Trent Keyser 


Gale Elyse Trent 
Bruce Cameron Trent 
Meredith Lee Trent 
Kevin Hunter Trent 





THE BUCKLEY MEETING HOUSE 


When John Buckley married Patsy Casebolt about 1800, 
ha built a house on the west side of the Greenbrier River, 
I- was located just north of the mouth of Svrago Creek and 
about two hundred feet back from the river's edge. At 
that tine n few people had settled In the community, and 
they were invited to come to this house for worship. 




As the community grew the house became too small to 
accommodate the crowds, and it was decided to build a 
church. 

This building was located just south of the present 
Low^r Church (Bethel). It was a log building and was 
large enough to accommodate a small congregation. This 
probably was built about 1825. This church was located on 
land donated by the Buckley family. The lot was about one- 
hal. acre in size. The lot was used as a cemetery for a 
long time and is still used for that purpose. 

The church was known as "The Buckley Meeting House”. 

asjM.M'Sfs as tSe 

'*urch b £a£ too ? sMii C ?2 e I!! 8atio !? b0cane aware that the log 
l t rmlrt ' 5 T d8t ! the co "g™g*t;ion *nd 

f r ‘>y decided to bSild a n« d £? V °v to be made before long. 

L church, uo* of !!^ hurc ^ on the pounds of the 
1 : wwi without 2f.£° 2 n thls church wa « done by 

contributed most of the’mc, nd Buckle Y families 
K,U ^ 0r th waa°the h chief e foreman? d ^ JefferSOn 

*2?_ h J® brothers wjm good ax men. They 

... 9 ' • the brood ex^fiSlhll !!! John B “ cklQ y» "ho was 

a x * finished the smoothing of the frame 

fc t cut on tho Buckley 

^. Ur • *i-r. r,l Thoa ** Hollow. This was fine 
I "* m JSS^SrilJn h * ul * d b y oxon to church 

*° «-* it tho sno * 
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Mary Elizabeth Graham 
William Paul Weiford 


Donna Jean Weiford Dunbrack 
Walter William Weiford 


Jay Buckley Graham 
Helen Frances Cunningham 


Stowe McNeill 
Nancy Siple 


Eleanor Dennison 
Harper Lambert 


Howard Dennison 


Martha Dennison 
James Shober 


Albert Mark Dennison 


Mary Frances Overholt 
Howe Preston Cochran II 


Joan Overholt 
Joseph E. Hall 


John Douglas McNeill 
Vivian 


Cheryl Irene McNeill 
Larry McCallister 


Bettina McNeill 
Kirk M. Somerville 


Dennis Aumiller 
Sally 


Martha Kay Dllley 
Jacob Mullet 


William Ervin Graham 
Elizabeth Ann Graham 
Jaynell Susan Braham 


Perry McNeill 


Howe Preston Cochran, III 
Paul Rossie Cochran 


Jeffrey Marshall Hall 


Laurch Ann McNeill 
Rosemarie McNeill 
Grace Allison McNeill 


Charles Jacob Mullet 



(230) Dolly Thomas 

Rhodes 

(231) Qlendolyn Thomas 

Fleshman 

(232) Margaret Thomas 

Crookshank 

(233) Frances Thomas 

Workman 

(234) James Thomas 

(235) Robert Thomas 

(236) Ruben Thomas 

(237) Harold Thomas 

(238) Jack Thomas 

(239) David Thomas 

(240) Fred Thomas 

(241) Gladys Thomas Vicki Lynn Moore 

John Moore, Jr# 

(242) James Harold Thomas Lana Kay Thomas 

Winona Eades 

(243) Harry Lee Thomas Ellen Thomas 

Louise Smith 

(244) Haxlne Thoma. Beth Lorraine Harper 

Sam Harper 


(245) Alfred Thomas 

Wanda Daflbaugh 


Timothy Thomas 
Kimberly Thomas 
William Guy Thomas 



(246) Margaret Rose 
Edward Lutz 


(247) Mildred Rose 
Maurice Lang 


(247) Mildred Rose 

Randolph Short 


(248) Robert Rose 
Nola Jones 


(249) Shannon Rose 


(250) Louise Rose 
Robert McKage 


(251) Mary Ruth Rose 
Jack Moore 


Steven McNeill 
Agnes McLaughlin 


Forrest Stanford Aumiller 
Margaret Shucker 


Glen Omega Aumiller 
Wilma Hayes 


William Buckley Aumiller 
Ethel Klase 


Betty Jane Aumiller 
Wilbur Kenealy 


Geraldine Buckley 
Charles Koralt Dllley 

• U U . J.4. i 4/v« • 


Timothy Lang 


Ann Short 


Sally Rose 
Robert Rose 
Thomas Rose 


Robert McKage 
Edward McKage 


Bettina McNeill Somerville 
Jane McNeill 


No Children 


Aaron Aumiller 
Dennis Aumiller 
Daryl Aumiller 
John (Jack) Aumiller 
Melody Aumiller 


William Aumiller 
Walter Aumiller 
Steven Aumiller 
Gretchen Aumiller 


Winifred Kenealy 
Jane Kenealy 


Charles Kermit Dill* 
Martha Kay Dllley 
Elizabeth Buckl r 
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(212) Loulae McNeill 
Roger Pease 


Douglas Peas* 


(213) James McNeill 

Annabell Dunbrack 


Michael 

Cheryl 


Blix McNeill 
Irene McNeill 


(214) William R. McNeill 
Bather Henry 


Scott McNeill 


(215) Ray Tuckwllier 

(216) Eugene Tuckwllier 

(217) Donald Tuckwllier 

(219) Ralph Keightley 

(220) William Keightley 


(221) Fred M. Young 
Veda Moore 


No Children 


(222) Bverette Paul Young 


(223) Helen Young 

Robert Jefferies 


Robert Jefferies 
Barnette Jefferies 
Linda Jefferies 


(224) Mary Thomas 
Waugh 


(225) Clarence Thomas 


(226) Irene Thomas 

Oilman 


(227) Wanda Thomas 


(226) William Thomas 


Thnaaa 

Brewer 
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(164) William McNeill 
Clnrese 


(165) Dorothy McNeill 
Harold Budd 


(166) Fred McNeill 


(201) Dale Adkison 
Veda McCoy 


(202) Isaac Adkison 

Dorothy Cunningham 


(203) George Price Adkison 
Nelda 


(204) Paul Overholt 
Fanny Golden 


(20?) Gertrude Overholt 
Tom Trent 


(206) William Overholt 
Lorna Smith 


(207) Helen Overholt 
Ken Isaacs 


(208) Bari Overholt 

Hannah Mary Coghill 


Harold Budd, Jr. 
John McNeill Budd 


Viola Catherine Adkison 
David Adkison 
Janet Adkison 


Mary Frances Overholt Cochran 
Joan Overholt Hall 


Torrence Watson Trent 
Pamela Lucille Trent Keyser 
Meredith Overholt Trent 


Robert Overholt 


No Children 


Judith Lynn Overholt 
John Overholt 
Deborah Overholt 





(209) Ward McNeill 
Laura Nelson 


(211) Elizabeth McNeill 
C. P. Dorsey 


(212) Louise McNeill 
Wilson 
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John Douglas McNeill 

No Children 

No Children 





(151) Forrest McNeill 


(152) Clyde Budkley McNeill 
Irene McNutt 


(153) Paul McNeill 

Elizabeth Fisher 


(154) Jay Buckley 


(155) Viola Winifred Buckley 
Aaron AumlUer 


(156) Joshua Enoch Buckley 
Martha Harris 


(157) Will lain McNeill Buckley 
Eula McCauley 


(158) Addle May Buckley 
Walter Graham 


(159) Ralph Barnette Buckley 
Dorothy Monroe 


(160) Clabourne Park McNeill 
Nellie Lightner 


(161) Frankie McNeill 
Clyde White 


(161) Frankie McNeill 
Albert Dennison 


(162) Ross McNeill 
Betty 


(163) Glendolyn McNeill 
Frank Goode 


Steven McNeill 


Patricia McNeill 


Forrest Stanford Aumiller 
Glen Obege Aumiller 
William Buckley Aumiller 
Betty Jane Aumiller Kenealy 


Geraldine Rena Buckley Dllley 
Helen Jean Buckley Roberts 


No Children 


Mary Elizabeth Graham Welford 
Jay Buckley Graham 


No Children 


Stove McNeill 


No Children 


Eleanor Dennison Lambert 
Howard Dennison 
Martha Dennison Shober 
Albert Mark Dennison 


Nayan McNeill 


Glendolyn Rose Goode 
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(142) Notley Thornes 
Nellie Myers 


Mary Thomas Waugh (224) 
Clarence Thomas (225) 

Irene Thomas Glllllan (226) 
Wanda Thomas (227) 

William Thomas (228) 


(142) Notley Thomas 
Dolly McClung 


Dorothy Thomas Brewer (229) 
Dollle Thomas Rhodes (230) 
Glendolyn Thom/i Fleshman (231) 
Margaret Thomas Crookshank (232) 
Prances Thomas Workman (233) 
James Thomas (234) 

Robert Thomas (235) 

Ruben Thomas (236) 

Harold Thomas (237) 

Jackie Thomas ( 238 ) 

David Thomas (239) 

Fred Thomas (240) 


(143) Ulysses Guy Thomas 
Opal Weiford 


Gladys Thomas Moore (241) 
James Harold Thomas (242) 
Harry Lee Thomas (243) 
Maxine Thomas Harper (244) 
Alfred Thomas (245) 


(144) Alta Thomas 
Robert Rose 


Margaret Rose Lutz 

Mildred Rose Lang, Short (247) 

Robert Rose (248) 

Shannon Rose (249) 

Louise Rose McKage (250) 

Mary Ruth Rose Moore (251) 


(145) Harry Clawson Thomas 
Ona Gibson 


Catherine Thomas Buckland (252) 
Rebecca Thomas Allen (253) 
Wilda Thomas Mann (254) 

Harry Thomas, Jr. (255) 


(146) Rex Thomas 


(147) Lynette McKeever 
Curtis 


No Children 


(146) Glendolyn McKeever 
Morris 


(149) Dennis McNeill 
Leon* Keseler 

(150) feerl McNeill 
Peul Scott 


Dowell McNeill 
Hugh McNeill 


Anna Pauline Scott lileon 






(19) John Barnet Buckley 

Elizabeth Jane llcNelll 


Jay Buckley (15*) 

Viola Winifred Buckley Aumiller (155) 
Joshua Enoch Buckley (156) 

William McNeill Buckley (157) 

Addle May Buckley Graham (158) 

Ralph Barnette Buckley (159) 



(20) Addle Lida Lorn 
Buckley 

Joshua McNeill 


Clabourne Park McNeill (160) 
Frankie McNeill White, 
Dennison (161) 


(21) Martha Laura Irene 
Buckley 
Ulysses McNeill 


Ross McNeill (162) 

Glendolyn McNeill Goode (163) 
William McNeill (164) 

Dorothy McNeill Budd (165) 
Fred McNeill (166) 


(122) Estella Jerusha Alson 
Buckley 

Oliver McKeever 


Lynette McKeever Curtis (147) 
Olendolyn McKeever Morris (148) 


(123) Harper Adkison 
Lena Duncan 


Dale Adkison (201) 

Isaac Adkison (202) 

George Price Adkison (203) 


(124) Inez Adkison 

Andrew Lightner 


No Children 


(125) Nevada McNeill 
0. Hunter Kee 


No Children 


(126) Lucy McNeill 

Albert S. Overholt 


Paul Overholt (204) 

Gertrude Overholt Trent (205) 
William Overholt (206) 

Helen Overholt Isaacs (207) 
Earl Overholt (208) 


(127) Grace McNeill 

George Douglas McNeill 


Ward McNeill (209) . 

Elizabeth McNeill Dorsey (211) 
Louise McNeill Wilson, Pease (212J 
James McNeill (213) 


(128) Edna McNeill 

Morton Kellison 


(129) Ruben Snow McNeill 
Olivine Runceman 


No Children 


William McNeill (214) 
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(7) Kate Buckley 

Prlel 

Jerry Friel 

Jasper Friel 


(12) Mary Ellen Buckley 

Joe Adklson 

Bstella Jerusha Alson Buckley 

McKeever (122) 

Harper Adklson (123) 

Inez Adklson Llghtner (124) 


(14) Elizabeth Susan 

Frances Buckley 

William C. McNeill 

Nevada McNeill Kee (125) 

Lucy McNeill Overholt (126) 

Grace McNeill McNeill (127) 

Edna McNeill Kelllson (128) 

Ruben S. McNeill (129) 


(15) Ureca Jane Buckley 

Columbus Silva 

Roseanna Salome Silva Hannah, 
Callahan (130) 

Genevive Silva (131) 

Myrtle Silva (132) 

Joseph Silva (133) 


(16) Sabina Laishley Buckley 
Ruben McKeever 

No Children 


(16) Sabina Laishley Buckley 
Dexter S. Boggs 

Lucy Boggs Tuckwiller (13*) 

Charles Boggs (135) 

Hattie Ray Boggs Keightley (136) 
Chesley Pack Boggs (137) 


(17) Margaret Catherine 

Buckley 

Charles Young 

Ruth Young McNeill (138) 

Charles A. Young (139) 

William Maletus Young (140) 


(17) Margaret Catherine 

Buckley 

Alvin Reece Thomas 

Ella Thomas Kirby (141) 

Notley Thomas (142) 

Ulysses Guy Thomas (143) 

Alta Thomas Rose (144) 

Harry Clawson Thomas (145) 

Rex Thomas (146) 


(18) Raney Alclnda Blake 

Buckley 

Ate Shinn McNeill 

Dennis Buckley McNeill (149) 

Pearl McNeill Scott (150) 

Forrest McNeill (151) 

Clyde Buckley McNeill (152) 

Paul McNeill (153) 
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GENEAOLOGY OF THE BUCKLEY FAMILY 17” to 1967 


(1) Joshua Buckley 
Hannah Collins 


(2) John Buckley 
Patsy Casebolt 


(3) Joe Buckley 
Betty Gibson 


(4) Hettie Buckley 
George Kee 


(5) Elizabeth Buckley 
Arthur McClure 


William Buckley 
Elizabeth Collison 


Isaac Buckley 


(6) Joshua Buckley 
Lucinda Adklson 


John Buckley (2) 

Joe Buckley (3) 

Hettie Buckley Kee 14) 
Elizabeth Buckley McClure (5) 
William Buckley 
Isaac Buckley 


Joshua Buckley (6) 

Kate Buckley Friel (7) 
Rachel Buckley McCollum 


No Children 


Joshua Buckley Kee (8) 
Andrew Kee (9) 

John Kee (10) 

William Kee (11) 


Mary Ellen Buckley Adklson (12) 

Ruth Eliza Buckley (13) 

Elizabeth Susan Prances Buckley 
McNeill (14) 

Ureca Jane Buckley Silva (15) 

Sabina Laishley Buckley 

McKeever, Boggs (16) 
Margaret Catherine Buckley 
Young, Thomas (17) 

Nancy Alcinda Blake Buckley 
McNeill (18) 

John Barnet Buckley (19) 

Addle Lida Lorn Buckley McNaill (20) 
Martha Laura Irene Buckley 

McNeill (21) 
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GENEAOLOGY OP THE BUCKLEY FAMILY 17— to 1967 


( 1 ) Joshua Buckley 
Hannah Collins 


(2) John Buckley 
Patsy Casebolt 


(3) Joe Buckley 
Betty Gibson 


(4) Hettle Buckley 
George Kee 


(5) Elizabeth Buckley 
Arthur McClure 


William Buckley 
Elizabeth Colliaon 


Isaac Buckley 


(6) Joshua Buckley 
Lucinda Adklaon 


John Buckley (2) 

Joe Buckley ( 3 ) 

Hettle Buckley Kee (4) 
Elizabeth Buckley McClure (5) 
William Buckley 
Isaac Buckley 


Joshua Buckley ( 6 ) 

Kate Buckley Friel ( 7 ) 
Rachel Buckley McCollum 


No Children 


Joshua Buckley Kee ( 8 ) 
Andrew Kee (9) 

John Kee (10) 

William Kee (11) 


Mary Ellen Buckley Adkison (12) 

Ruth Eliza Buckley ( 13 ) 

Elizabeth Susan Frances Buckley 
TT , McNeill (14) 

Ureca Jane Buckley Silva (15) 

Sabina Laishley Buckley 

McKeever, Boggs (16) 
Margaret Catherine Buckley 
Young, Thomas (17) 

Nancy Alcinda Blake Buckley 
_ McNeill (18) 

John Barnet Buckley (19) 

Addle Lida Lorn Buckley McNsill (20) 
Martha Laura Irene Buckley 

McNeill 121) 



These timbers were long enough to extend from one side 
of the church to the other. This is about twenty-four feet 
One of these timbers when it dried split at one end. It * 
then was necessary to bore a hole through it and insert a 
wooden pin. 


The boards were cut on a "up and down" mill. This saw 
was like a crosscut saw and was worked up and down by water 
power. The finishings inside were done by hand planes. 

This church is now known as Bethel and is being used 
by the Presbyterian congregation with the permission of the 
Buckley family. The lot when not used as a church ground 
reverts to the Buckley estate. 


(129) Ruben Snow McNeill 
Nellie Wade 


(130) Roseanna Salome Silva 
Ira Hannah 


(130) Roseanna Salome Silva 
Lawrence E. Callahan 


(131) Oenevlve Silva 


(132) Myrtle Silva 


(133) Joseph Silva 


(134-) Lucy Boggs 

Ray Tuckwlller 


(135) Charles Boggs 
Addle 


(136) Hattie Ray Boggs 

Ralph D. Keightley 


(137) Chesley Ray Boggs 
Margaret 


(138) Ruth Young 

N. Clawson McNeill 


(139) Charles A. Young 
Nora Overholt 


(140) William Maletus Young 
Hazel Weiford 


(141) Ella Thomas 

James H# Kirby 


No Children 


No Children 


No Children 


Ray Tuckwlller (215) 
Eugene Tuckwlller (216) 
Donald Tuckwlller (217) 


Charles Boggs, Jr. 
Joseph Boggs 


Ralph Keightley (219) 
William Keightley (220) 


James Boggs 
Betty Boggs 


No Children 


Fred M. Young (221) 


Everett Paul Young (222) 
Helen Young Jefferies (223) 


No Children 



THE BUCKLEY MEETING HOUSE 


When John Buckley married Patsy Casebolt about 1800, 
he built a house on the west side of the Greenbrier River. 
It was located Just north of the mouth of Swago Creek and 
about two hundred feet back from the river's edge, At 
that time a few people had settled in the community, and 
they were invited to come to this house for worship. 

As the community grew the house became too small to 
accommodate the crowds, and it was decided to build a 
church. 


This building was located Just south of the present 
Lower Church (Bethel). It was a log building and was 
large enough to accommodate a small congregation. This 
probably was built about 182?. This church was located on 
land donated by the Buckley family. The lot was about one- 
half sere in size. The lot was used as a cemetery for a 
long time and is still used for that purpose. 


The church was known as "The Buckley Meeting House". 
The congregation was a member of the Methodist conference, 
and some of the ministers came from Hillsboro to hold 
services. 


Joshua Buckley II, son of John, became a Methodist 
minister and preached at this church. He did not like the 
government of the Methodist church and Joined the separa¬ 
tion movement, which was to become the Methodist Protestant 
Church. 


About 1875 the congregation became aware that the log 
church was too small to accommodate the congregation and 
that extensive repairs would have to be made before lone. 

They decided to build a new church on the grounds of the 
log church. Mort of the work on this church was done by 

The McNeill and Buckley families 
rn°{. th9 “trials and labor. Jefferson 
Mlllngsworth was the chief foreman. 

and his br °thers were good ax men. They 
£ or the frflno ? and John Buckley, who was 
tlabera!* th# broad ax » fInlsh °d the smoothing of the frame 

farm r i“!w* a ~ rlals were cut on tho Buckley 

poplar , th# Thoans Hollow. This was fine 

• U# riTi I*" 1 ®«*. wero Hauled by oxen to the church 
I, 1 , * 1* April, and at one time the snow 

* *° ^ worked through the ox bowa. 
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Creek. He had brought with him his wife and son, a horse, 
and provisions enough to last until a crop could be raised. 

Joshua made a trip to Cambridge, Massachusetts, and was 
there with General Washington. He was sent back to the valley 
as a scout for the army, and at the time of the Battle of 
Point Pleasant he was stationed at Gauley Bridge. If the 
Indians won the battle, a runner was to come to him, and he 
was to notify the settlers in the Greenbrier Valley to get 
into the fort at Lewisburg. 

The white colony in Virginia had made a treaty with the 
Indians that they would not make settlements in the Ohio 
River Valley. The settlers in this section had persuaded 
the Governor of Virginia that the Greenbrier River flowed 
into the Atlantic Ocean. In this way they received their 
grants for land. These grants were known as "Tomahawk 
Grants". The grant for the Buckley lands was one of these 
and was signed by the King of England. 

After moving to the mouth of Swago, three other children 
were born to Hannah and Joshua Buckley: John, Hettie, and 
Elizabeth. 

The family cleared more of the bottom land and raised 
crops and livestock. Their chief source of income was from 
furs, for which they had a market. The family built .abin 
directly opposite the mouth of the creek. When the chiidron 
were grown, they married and settled nearby. 

Hettie married George Kee and was given that part of the 
farm north of the Big Rocks in the river. Elizabeth married 
a Mr. McClure and moved to a farm at the end of Droop Mountain 
near where the railroad tunnel is now. Joe married Betty 
Gibson and was given the land around where Lewis Gay now lives. 

John married Patsy Casebolt and lived on the west side 
of the river Just opposite his father’s home. When his 
father and mother became old. he moved to the east side of 
the river and built a house in the "Old Orchard" Just north 
of where his father had built his cabin. John's family was 
born on the west side of the river, but later lived on the 
east side. 

Joshua had given a plot of ground on the west side of 
the river for a church lot and a cemetery. At his death he 
and his wife Mary were burled there* This is the present 
site of Bethel Church. Their graves are Just behind that 
structure. 

Joshua Buckley II was born on the west side of the river 
on March 6. 1819. He farmed for a livelihood and also was 
the local Methodist minister. He disagreed with the leaders 
of the church as to Its form of government and was one of 
the founder* of the Methodist Protestant Church. 



THE BUCKLEYS AT SHAGO 


The first account we have of the Buckley family was 
in Ireland at the time of the "Bulldog Kings' 1 . This family 
was of Protestant faith. At that time the Roman Catholics 
were in power there, and the Buckleys, being persecuted for 
their faith, moved along with many others to Belgium and 
Holland. 

When word came to them that the colony of Virginia had 
been established, these families became interested in com¬ 
ing to America. They returned to England and made arrange¬ 
ments to sail for the New World. 

They arrived at the mouth of the James River In 1621. 

The early settlers at Jamestown had become discouraged and 
had set sail for England. The two boats met at the mouth 
of the river, and the newcomers persuaded the early settlers 
to return. In this way the Buckley family lays claim to be¬ 
ing among the first permanent settlers of Virginia. 

Very little is known of the family from then until 
about the time of the Revolution. It is presumed that they 
with others worked their way westward to new lands and bet¬ 
ter hunting grounds. 

About 1760 there were three brothers of the family at 
Winchester, Virginia. Two of them moved northwestward to 
what is now Ohio. The other one came across the mountain 
into the Southbranch of the Potomac, then south to its head 
and over into the Greenbrier Valley. This was Joshua. 

He came down the river to what is now Hosterman and 
there found a family by the name of Collins. Joshua made 
his home with the Collins family until 1774. In 1773 he 
married the daughter Hannah. To them was born a son, Joe, 
on February 22, 1774. 

Joshua had scouted the Greenbrier River Valley for a 
homo about 1762 and took a grant for land. After his marriage 
to Hannah, she wrote a deed, and it was recorded in the Court 
House In Staunton, Virginia, in 1774. 

On March 6, 1774, Joshua, with his family, arrived at 
the a uth of ffwago Creek. Here he had found a spot where 
the Indians had cleared about two acres of land and had been 
raising com. He built a lean-to shed against a large white- 
oak tree Just above the hlghwator mark on the east side oT 
the river about two hundred yards south of the mouth of swago 



Joshua, then the owner, deeded eight acres of land lying 
between the homestead and the Overholt tract to Silva. 

This was known as the "Little Orchard". 

In 1906 Aumiller Brothers were looking for a tract of 
timber to cut. They contacted John Buckley, knowing that 
he could estimate timber and that he had cruised the timber 
??^ hls J 3Wn !? nds as W0 U as that on tho Silva and Young 
(then Thomas) farms. 

The Aumillers made an offer based on the extlmate 
which had been made. That part belonging to Silva was the 
for t it rade ° f tlmber » and *key offered one thousand dollars 

f" be ?! n to *** to bu y the Silva farm. They 
1 iv, ex S ep ? the " Lltt l 0 orchard" for twelve 
lS^inf f balance I£ 0 / ea i "I s “ de and the tlnber sold, 

Tni^, hundred dollars outstanding. By 

°^‘ T K y BU ^ k uf y was old 0nou g h to work on public 

oSX?i n “ng deM? hlS father “ nt t0 "° rk and =' ald 

r . y,i In £ he mean ti“Qi the Overholt farm had been bought by 
l nd ? old 1° James Cook. After Walter Graham 
!S5 r i? d +hA d iJ BUC J 1 t?’ h t and Jay B^ 10 / bought the lower 
®" d ? f * h ® river bottom from Cook. The "Little Orchard" 

™til^Q?*U«n 5?? ds ° f J he Silva girls (Annd and Myrtle) 
hundred^dollars. thlS TOS sold t0 Jay Buckl0y for 0 *eht 

. hmTt 1 ? tr |L ct i ? wn0d by Courtneys and Youngs was acquired 
bou^ht 1 ^???? 7 a S°o t , 1 2 33 ‘ The lndy Rose farm » aa 

»^ri 7 togSh“ BUCkl6y - 1,115 br ° UEht the «i«l- 

t»v .S 8 *???? °n th 0 head of Williams River was bought by 
??J«5 D !o7 111 l a “ ®Y ckle y as a Place to graze cattle/ The 7 

"D^tch B^t?oiM Ug ^T as the , J J™ w - Sheets farm known as the 
Dutch Bottom . This was later traded for the McCoy Place". 

. oot th ® timber was cut from the "Big Survey" to the 

five acres 0 n? r th^ nal { arm > Jay ^ught five hundred seventy- 
thwL*£o? f thls cut “° V0r timber land. He paid about 7 

iS'it d0 ta 1 n 1 L r3 to P d e fl r w aCr ?/ 0r t ? ls * Thls com Pl®t«d the farm 
acres “ nds todfl y* It consists of about fourteen hundred 



The Joe Buckley land went to the Ochletree family, then 
to John Qay and Joe McNeill and Is nor owned by Lewis Gay. 

The homostead east of the river was given to Joshua 
Buckley. This was divided as follows* Margaret and Charles 
Young, Jane and Columbus Silva, Andy Rose, and Clinton 
Courtney. 

During this generation all the tracts once owned by 
Joshua Buckley II were bought back with the exception of a 
few acres owned by the heirs of W. M. Young. Several acres 
have been added to the homestead; namely, the McCoy farm at 
the head of Williams River and 575 acres of cut-over timber- 
land east of the farm. 

Joshua Buckley II was a minister at heart rather than a 
farmer. With his large family and small income it became 
necessary to sell parts of the farm. He sold the lower part 
of the river bottom to George Overholt and some of the hill 
land to Charles Young and Clinton Courtney. The upper part 
of the bottom was given to daughter Jane and Columbus Silva. 
This left only a small section with the home. Later this 
was mortgaged for debt, and at the time his son John took 
over the management of the farm, all was gone or mortgaged 
for all it was worth. 

John began to gather the land together again and to 
pay off the debts. This was during the depression of the 
l8o0's. He worked as a carpenter, helping to build the 
store for Daniel McNeill. His wages were seventy-five cents 
a day. Later the lumber interests began to cut the timber 
on the Greenbrier River and float the logs to Ronceverte to 
the sawmill. John soon learned to guide the arks down the 
river and became the pilot of the arks. This was a job of 
considerable responsibility and paid a little better wages 
than the other men got. However, it could not be done dur¬ 
ing the winter months. 

Several companies were buying tracts of land and timber 
in Pocahontas County. Many of these companies knew little 
or nothing of the country. John learned to estimate timber 
and would make estimates for a fee. This gave him a good 
income, and it could be done during the winter. In this way 
he could work almost all the year. 

During this time much of the work on the farm was done 
by the wife and children. Since John was able to be at 
home at some time during each week, he could manage the 
farm quite well. He soon paid the mortgage on the home. 

About 1897 when the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad began 
to build tho Greenbrier Division there was yet a debt of 
two hundred dollars, which was owed to Columbus Silva. In 
order to give a deeo for tho right-of-way for the railroad, 



THE BUCKLEY LAND GRANT 

£*3 Q+t e 1 ' A 

The grant for the Buckley property was made before the 
Revolutionary War and was signed by King George III of 
England. It was granted to Joshua Buckley about 1762 and 
was what is known as a "Tomahawk Grant" - so named because 
the white settlers had a treaty with the Indians that the 
whites would not settle in the Ohio River watershed. The 
pioneers persuaded the Governor of Virginia that the Green¬ 
brier River emptied into the Atlantic Ocean. 


t<CC7 


The original plot of land was bounded as follows: 
Starting at a point one block north of the present Court 
House in Marlinton, a straight line to the top of the mount¬ 
ain at the Lone Tree Knob, then along the top of the mount¬ 
ain to encompass the watershed of Swago Creek; thence to a 
point at the island at the mouth of Improvement Lick Run; 
thence north to the mouth of "Black Stump" Hollow; thence 
a straight line to the mouth of Mundy Lick Run; thence to 
the starting point in Marlinton. 


The part at Marlinton was taken from the original tract 
by a court order and given to the McLaughlin family. 

As Joshua's family became mature each was given a tract 
of land. The division was as follows: Hettie married George 
Kee and was given that part of the farm north of the Big 
Rocks in the Greenbrier River and west to the top of the 
mountain at Lone Tree Knob. Joe Buckley married Betty Gibson 
and was given that part of the land west of the river, south 
of the Kee tract and south to Swago Creek, with the exception 
of the flat land just north of the mouth of Swago Creek. 

John Buckley married Patsy Casebolt and was given the tract 
south of Swago Creek and the flat land mentioned above. When 
his parents became old John moved to the east side of the 
river, built a house just north of his parents' home. At 
their death he inherited the land east of the river. When 
the McNeill family came in 1777 they were given the limestone 
flat land on the southwest. 


The Kee farm was later divided. Polly was given the 
pert east of Route 219 and to the river. Joshua Kee got the 
pert east of the river. George got the part north and west 
of the point whore the highway tops the Price Hill. Aaron 
got the remainder of the Kee land. 

The John Buckley tract west of the river was sold to 
a eve re1 feslllos. The Amiss family got tho part north of 
Swego Creek. Thl« later was sold to the Auldridges and 
Charley Young. 
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str. care features, tones of vqico, 6ai 
r ! JJr$r f Laud repartee than auy ouo I 
TLjatira heard of. 

frr l*nrg In Las been my fortune tO'mcot 
• ilh a number of pooplo t hut had 
4 * 00 John K«nJo|p|| and it 

'sat tU *e« a oottiinotj remark with them 
1 . *baa • r y bad never soon anyone 


Oilers ana acquaint an c 
generously received 
entertained. - * 

It aroused my sy 
find my friend from 
in such infirm health 
ceives and end 


urea r 
coming resignation 
persuaded that such 
and goodness of th* 
ibg in whom all 1 
have their being, tl 
must and shall 
AbouroigHTTall 
was looked for ear 1 
from my cozy quai 
Neills’a porch bog 
at frequent jntorvj 
sliowera ail^nfghfl 
toring erf th$ rain 
most soothing of 
sweet and hopeful 
Rretty early m 
took up uiy earn A} 
stretch on this era 


ever 




kV,,CB OnOu r c! H 

coming resign*U c 
persuaded that su c 
and goodness of t 
ibg in whom aU 
have their being, 
must and shall be 
Abo u t^h iglifTa 
was looked for ei 
from my cozy qu 
Neills’a porch b< 
at frequent jntor 
showers all "nigli 
tering <jf the ra 
moat soothing c 
•sweet and liopef 
_ Pretty early 
took up my carr 
stretch on this I 
The road I fo 
miry Qnd the 
sticky sort that i 
get rid of even \ 
About the t 
ready to dare ao< 
mudijy tramp mi$ 


lied and whs buried in 1 witchos. ilo poesosscJd ready wit 
v graveyard many/and bis repoiteos remind me much 

of John .Randolph of Roanoke, 
itas famished a very It is my impression that Joe 
housekeeping outfit Buckley could bavo come -nearer 
>r misfress, and Airs I duplicating that person In form, 
ig wishes were care- / features, tones of vqico, 6ai 
j by her childnad, Land repartee than any one I 
tine that Thyatira[heard of. 

J character during In has been 
with a number 
out of manyillus- °ftou seen Joh 
er of servant she "'as a common 
en. Wheu Joshua that they hud 1 
)nt*er opened up like “Jack” R 
o he used it for -Now from w 
For sovoral sea- about Mr. Rtoi 
d the boys John sure that if the 
the driving out j Buckley they v 
It happened one 
nt oat with the 
A was instructed 
tie until they be- 
r *ngo and not be 
1 k or stray eUe- 


ever 


most withering, 
repartees that I 
fed from anyone, 
oy’6 remarks spo^-, 
° tonus and not aj 
vlajblo on his long / 
glcmm of humor/ 
"K K«-«y vjr on, time/ 
l*h proinliioni nu ill! 

" xs ii l. ponocrn / 

. x» „ M M . / y 

wny time Ion /. 41 
«lml liinUu/ * ■ 

knew It all uboutl 
a sooner you could! 

MV till? Imfr.i- J* 


I AfcComb of Dan, 1 
his team driven b a 
young AfcCk>iub, a 




/«« Mh ' IU „!‘ r .(Iro (opt. / Onu of Ilio more nollconblo Itn \ «ot «ut of l\*« vvuy i\»«, 

/»«»•/*•/•!b ^ - tfl<1 t»»ok / nroromcnK Jo«1um Huckloy inudo \ would bu tot your |«m» 

Ta th* ov*** 0 n .. . .... .I.# .. I.. .... \ ,\w\ »_ 


/0 f/n» n - a 4*iu a - dwelling I tho planting of a lurgo or- '"‘1 not wantto hour 

" ( fl j [to uodoriuiood, / 0 |,«rd. Tbo sprouts woro brought 1 you »nd bo t\»o uu\>p: 

* " //j»rt/it»r back und l jn ft of ®addlo bugs from near l one rU\icu\u a\\ over 


I/// not «<> »u*ny b ? Winchostor, eo very small they Wood. 


'{‘or Joshup Hnoifloy nt y/hnt wor0| being for tlio most part of 1 Though ho lms b< 
ioeu)eii * stiff) dletovoo. At onp years growth. This orchard I a* for nearly forty 
tiuio tho house f- with- wa8 j n j^ g time ooneiUore4 one of i* not many living 
i j or go ot-the btfiuk-so rflp- the best and it finished sprout*! name? are as frocp 
;j $ they bank worn away. f 0 r a great d®*l of orchard plant-1 as u Joe Buckley 1 
on or ttwre years after eel- j n g j n course of time. I was Elizabeth C\ 

ho there was an alarming * Two sons and two daughters! David Gibson the 
in tho Greenbrier and tho wore reared by those pioneer pa- *1'° Elk relational 
rrounded tho dwelling of ren t8. TJje eldest, J^hn Buckley, She was a no 
oer. Air Buckley and a already mentioned, whose eon the and w^s oyer roe 
roman Thyatira took the ] flte J 0 ghua Buckley was in his duties out of doc 
cows and chickens to £j me a widely known and much doors, 

3n higher gronnd. The re8 pected citizen aud minister of These person 
reep house gnjj burn be- ^ ^Jethodist Protestant church, of their own, 
p quo ugh to swim a g 0 ppp^Qiip^s were phe marriages reared orpines 
Mrs Buckley woijld not | 10 p e ^f orn?e d that }t loqked as if Mrs. Buckie 
iuj?e. In tho mean- he had. taken out a patent fight was sorely attii 
JU *. * D P a9de ^ 10ra for that interesting business for sore on the bai 

D _ lD ,* c3D0B °* half tho county at least and a good To use her ow 
Bacdejr p-iised her part of upper Qr ^ nbrier> liUo a jfo ir0I 


uc ey _ P433GJ hor part Q f upper Greenbrier, like a l\ot iroi 

uiho «arh^a°win 4 T^ e pioneer's dapghter Hester, her agony si 
, . ^ win J or, as she was most oommonly floor day and 

* / * ; n ’ Chn called, Hetty, became the wife of every kind o' 

• * her baud f ^ eor £0 Keo, near Marljiu hear of, mak 

d t , - JttU ton, and tho honored progenitor or plant that 

# t . of the Keo relationship in tho Mar- den for puril 

4 Sta'.tj*,, Hnlon vicinity, Her. energy and the meantmi 

»; JatUd P° duilr J 11 homo hooper wore bridge loca 

iu na w*j Thyatira ' t,4 ° l * ,k y * l,ur ***' llor and ^ ra0D K 

# cWatlcr in L 1 §4iU A#rou K°° un the boiuy oalled in to 
im4 Wm V?™* <>*« iuo.1 of «om hand, 

• ^ 1»* 4 hf« lu h«r buujf hyui«j dutltx, th«ro«M» 


tlw. *“ • 


jj could be built pod stock as usual, and was instructed • Some of tlio m, 
ared for oorn, potatoes gtay by the cattle until they be- keen, sarcastic rep 
heat. Tbo original c ame usod to the rangoand not bo have ever beard 
3 tifty' yard8 or more jikojy coine back or stray else- were Joe Buckley’s 
»t bank oftho Green- w h ore# 8he went into camp end en m bis falsetto tot 
he well whs between hod time camo covered herjs®ilo anywhere vfsjl 
‘mid the TbU with a sheep skin. Upon J sad face, nor a gleat 

ag byAVUViarrt^Buckloy, awa kcmDg in the moruing Tby&- about hi$ piercing gn 
’*^^U^a l |nnnd ! l|QigeIf_j mcom forrabIy j blazed beneath bin pr 
water h%d been car- l^ arm a nd the ^yarlnjr ffTl > fliy f nyc-hro mi wi 


:Q £Q W 8 , W j 

There wm 
the way 


■ , * i nor nrovo «n«i orcMij-m u i.m-u t.% «*«»«• "mm \ mu nv* Uiti'w \\ 

ubunJuncu oUumod r.t BlJokoyc . y „„ |lm , lUul ^ .. ” 

° WLn y,” vo °-° • / Ooo of the more noticeable itrt K^t out of the wny the 

Buckley .n,d.L»W be ior yeer tool 

to bo undermined f ' pl “ "® o( “'“‘go or- did not want to hoar 
red //art/ier back and /. oh " rd - . The epronte wore brought you and bo tbo .ubje' 

o many yoara aero Kv/iS-“ J ! a " ; ° f Saddl ° bag8 frora noar 0UB rldiculu °vor < 
ma IluMey at f° V* 8! " a11 ' hoy h °° d - 

* safe dletavoo At W0, '°’ b °' llg f ° r tho lnoat l ,art of T1,0l, e'‘ h° bus bo. 
ne the bouse Is with, °° P /T® f “ W,|u Tllla olcha, ' d U8 for uoapl y ioti * ? 
of the'brick-so rap J T* 8 ° * ? e uou ® Jdere 4 on o of is not many living 

bank- worn away the bo8t and [t furnished sprouts names are as froqut 
ore years after set-j a ^ reat of °rcbard plant- us “Joe Buckley’s 
was an Warming |“l in C0U1 ' 8e ° f timo * wft8 Elizabeth (*il 

roepbrier and tlw Fw ° B ° VB Snd two dau g llter s David Gibson the 
d tbo dvrelliog of I WOre rearod by those pioneer pa- the Elk relational^ 
[/ Buckley aud a l° Dt8 ‘ 0 , fJ 08t i Buckley, She was a note 

Thyatira took flie / a,roac **^ toned, whoso aon tho and w^s eyer road 

ind chickens to I ^° 9 ^ lla ® 4 °ktoy was in his duties out of doon 
Aground. The/widely known and much doors, 

$od burn be > r<Ji l J6c ^ ed citizen and minister of Theso porsons 1 
• to *\*im ^ ( I'roteatajit church. of their own, bu 
‘‘ilvy wc*f|lcj Ool j ^ 0 wore |,ho marriage* reared orphans. 

if !U UtC4n . 1 u l^ormod that jt looked as it Mrs, Buckley i 
! j." I hi bid. tikoo out r • * • ■ * 


mUi 



• or inort 


rwui 













cNoel, the' pToaorri •»*— -«g _ 

Levels and his two mi stress that when M rs BTTrrKT©?-| 
s and Jacob Ken- died her special instructions wen 
reir pioneer homes. I that Thyatira should bo maintain- 
i the Buckley fam-1 ed by the family long as she might 
ery day that Josh- live, and must never bo a county 
hed his »proposed I charge. A cabin was built foi 
mt, he went on to I hor near where the Buckeye sta- 
o have Ilis horse I tion is now located. From this 
ng his wife and I cabin she moved to George Kco's 
er’s camp alone I whose wife was liester Buckley, 
ends to thb in-1 where sh6 died and was buriod in 
ioneer McNeel the # Buckley graveyard .many 
ae tjiwe previ-j years ago. 

Thyatira was furnished a very 
secured the comfortable housekeeping outfit 
Ired acres on by her pioneer mistress, and Mrs 
)e Greenbrier Buckley’s dying wishes were care- 
considerable fully respected by her children, 
contigtfoB* end so it became that Thyatira 
P ro "I was a privileged character during 
" g iqrumoM heritor.years. 

Ono instance out of qaaqy illus¬ 
trates the mapner of servant she 


use of secur- 
ids. 

' f in McNeel, I 


>i.nj«u» wbJ o U \ t m,lJr ^ Ki ' C "- Wheu • ,08h,ia 

f t ) itJ 1,uc kley the Pioneer opened up 

‘'J tlio Hurgoo# |)luco lio usoJ it for 

turner ruugo. For sovorul se»i- 


H 


tick’ 


vorthy7*&ha novov i 

to in •puiQ t and thei 
doubt that time am 
oroaity was abated 
Joseph Buckley 
of the Pioneer lo 
guishod for Ills fc 
ing practical jok 
strange yarns ab 
witches. Ilo poi 
and his reported 
of John Kandol 
It is my imp: 
Buckley could h 
duplicating that 
features, tones < 
Land repartee tin 
heard of. 

In has been r 
with a number * 
often seen Join 
was a common 
that they hud n 
like “Jack” Ri 

Now from wl 
about Mr. Kitm 




uicejjF to eomo I 
where, SIjo w< 
whim LocJ tlmo i 
head wlflf a il 
awakening in th 
£ound : horse! 
yrarm, and the a 


from thu oast bank of the (Jreqn- 
bri or and - the well wag between 
rim.,bouse'and the ba^kr 1 This 
wori wrtTj dug hyAVilliairr Buckley, 

a relative, —Pf f| u.I 

.vioi^ly the water h^d boon car - 
Hod from a spring 'hoar 1*4® 8iL I 
vfdn, and it ■was dotormfuod^for 
’Uiave \t inoro convenient t»y aink*h 

p f{n£ a. woll.—ul»iol:' wb nnn<v^*nnd"f? 

./ w«iorin abundaDCa obtained i.tl, 
/ t/jo Jopth of twentj-Qvo fept. 
f In tl 10 cotrrso of yeara tho r bauk 
/ wag worn nwny and the' dwelling 
I was about to be undermined, 
it was moved (farther back and 
rebuilt not 80 many years ago by 
Itbo liev Joshua Buckley at ylmt 
Fwas deemed a safe distance, At 
'tbo present time the hou 3 G is with-. 
in-a rod or so of tbe‘briok.ao rap¬ 
idly lias the / bank worn away.! 
[Some ton or more years after Bet- 
Ping~h ere there was an alarming 
frcshotl 


was the planting 
chard. The epre 
in a 4 )ait; Qf sadd’ 
Winchester, so 
were, being for 
onp years gro\s 
was in its time 
the best and it 
for a great de^l 
ing in course c 
Two sons 1 
were reared b] 
rents. T^e el, 
already mentlc 
lato Joshua 
time a widely 
respected citiz 
the Methodist 

So tiumei'Ous 
ho performed 

1 iq ImU tskvh 
1 for that inter 


< 3 AU- 
v at 


tlio Groeubrier and the 
I water surrounded the dwelling of 
tl.e -pioneer. Mr Buckley aud a 
servant woman Thyntira took the 
childron, cows and chickens to 
the hum on highor ground, The 
water between Jioii.u »nd burn be- 

L'smo deep ttijoqjrl, to <v j m u 

Jor *°> l*Ul Air. Ifuekloy woqld uot 
lo^rt tbo lio-uo, io the uiobit- 
I|y her liu.bftnd pM.uil from 


I mi 


I tno proBuiiu 

in a mi oc so of tho bWuk.ao rap* 



i a* « •— 

fdlv ha* they bunk- worn away. 
tWr 0on 10 ton or more yo^rs aftorBet- 
'**(?> Itliog Iioig there was an alarming 
9iK I froshot in tho Qroenbrjer and the 
Mf» | water surrounded the dwelling of 
flD d I the -pioneer. Mr Buckley aud a 
^ °j servant woman Thyatira took the 
* °f I children, cows and chickens to 
the ham on higher ground. The 
water bet weep Jjopee »nd barn be¬ 
came doep enough to swim a 
horse, but Mrs Uucfcley woqld not 
desert the house. In the mean¬ 
time her husband passed from 
nr’e, house to barn in a canoe or dug 
I out, Mrs Buckley passed her 
jfj'sain the liooss, sewing on o 
I°g-I hunting shirt as she sat by a win- 
rood j ow overlooking the river, and 
ood, the could almost reach the water 
’'tin-1 from the window with her hand 
— I-1 while at the highest tide/* 

’ At thc dofltl ‘ Of her father, a 
Mr Collins, of Npwtown, Mrs 
iiainah Jtuckiey was borjuoathod 
[ • servant woman namoj Thyatira 

" 0 w " *^ uUo 1 character iu her 
,Ui *i ^ihuabauj wu« j„ 


J 


whb in it** time non 
tho boat and it fU P r 
for a groat de^l of 
ing in couree of tin 
"Two eons and 
wore reared by the 
rents. The eldest, 
already mentioned 
late Joghua Bucl 
timeli widely kn< 
respected citizen 
the Methodist Pr< 
8o numerous wep 
he performed that 
he had. taken opt 
for that interest! 
half tho county at 
part of upper Gre 
The pioneer's c 
or, as she was 
called, Hetty, b< 
the late George \ 
ton, and the hoi 
of the Kee relatlo 
linton vicinity, 
industry a* a ho 
tho talk of her di 
non Aaron Ken 1 

E l ace, where paa 
er life in her tn 



tail pight Tliiq leads to th'o in- 

( foronce that the Pioneer McNeel 
had come out some tjime previ- 
0 }) 9 ly. • ' »| 

I Joshua Buckley secured the 
right to. three hundred acres on 
_[the cast side of the Greenbrier 
[along with n very ’ con skier able 
I trace on the we'3t sitfe, 'dontignons 
I to the mouth of Swago. The pro- 
joeelsjsf the following autumn's 
hunt met all the expense of secur¬ 
ing a title to these lands. 

So far as known John McNeel, 
Jacob and Charles,Kennisoiv were 
the only residents of the Little 
Levels at the tirno Joshua Buck- 
ley came to Buckeye, his attention 
having been drawn to this region 
by John McNeel. ; r 

The burner's camp was occupied ! 
until a cabin could be built and! 
gi-Quud prepared fqi 
and buckwheat, 
dwelling was fifty; yards 
from the oast hunk tU 


d$, contiguous | and so it hi 

was a privile 
her later yea 
One instai 
trates the n: 
was, may be 
Buckley tin 
the Burgess 
summer ranj 
sons Thyatir 
and Joseph * 
and tii© saM 
year that sb 
stock as usua 
t?' 1,PO / rt v 0 °?|to>taj- bythi 
came usod to 
likojy to cotno 
whej-e. &ho v 


/T , >r„« uunveen wl LoJ tlmc 

u* uv' wnii‘ > r,V ;V ,U h °* d * nK a « 

•'* mkoa,0 tr ,u tl 


Hn> wnluf. 

r ) upHln.Biliai 

| wstor in ahundunci 


Sor drove"undVroxl 








/ fina vny trtonci from biff* bojhcodl 
in each infirm health. ' But he re*] 
/ aeivoa nnd ondurcs* ifc ail -with be- ] 
coming resignation, being -fully 
[ persuaded that 8u c h is the wisdom 
and goodness of the Supreme IV 
ibg in whom all live,' mave and 
have their being, that alj^ at-laaV 

mnof fin/4 nKnll 1 _ A _n— ~ .'A. ^ 


I must and shall be^wellf J | 
}t AbouFTHgliFfall the -rain that 
’ was looked for early in the day 
from my q° z y quarters on Joe Me- 
r Neills^s porch began to fait - aud 
^ at frequent intervals there 
I showers all night long. f Th 0 pu< 
tering of tb$ raindrops wa^ the 
mosfc'soothing of sounds inviting 
•sweet and hopeful slumber. r 
- Pretty early jio^t morning I 
took up my carriages for .the home 
stretch on this tramping round. 

The road I found to bo (JSlie 
miry god the mud was ?Il8 
sticky sort that would be hard to 
get rid of oveu when dry. 

About the time I hadutHd* 1 
ready to dare nnd do wK&tovfer rt 
muddy tramp might mean, TJtfhfgc 
WcComb of Dan f came along ifltll 
hit team driven by l\ !urif 4 grtlwft 
young MoComb. a chin otjLi ** 


withering, 
t that 1 
i anyone, 

gpuj^. 

h i not a 
a tut lunir 



wr fortune-to* iji«ol 
of people (lint had 

» KnQdolpJi and it 
remark with thorn 


” r .. p>'*” 

nt frequent intorvnlfi there 
showers nil night long* Tho paV.] 
toring of the raindrops the 

inoflfc'floothing of Bounds inviting 
sweet and hopeful slumber. 


■vor soon nnjone Pretfy oa , ly Il0 $ t nl0rning 


udolph. ' 
nt I hnvo heard 
)Iph, I feol pretty 
had ever seen Joe 
uld hare quit say- 

iaw anybody like 


nost withering, 
•pftrtees that I 
from anyone, 
'6 remarks spofc- 
ono« and not a 
»ible on his long 
am of homor 
?ray eyes, that 
prominent and 
with penetra* 
w m a some* 
wtj that Joe 
fhit made 
it all about 
>n*r jou eon Id 
the better it 


tsHiDgi ,If 
* it told 
f*rt ( f | 


jrou 


nan- 


took up my carriages for .the home 
stretch on this tramping round. 

The road I found to bo <J9ti* 
miry and the mud was f»f !itS 
sticky sort that would be hard to 
get rid of even when dry. 

About the time I had 
ready to dare and do wK«£bver a 
muddy tramp might mean, ti^fge 
IdcComb of Dan, came along with 
bis team drivon by t il^alf grown 
young McComb, a chip o{ 
tBirna 1 block. ~ ’ 

George ecem^ »o bo feeling 
good on r*ih and hailed me in 
his cherry tfay wait for the 
wagon* ^luio oh and fro would 
ptkB'H rid5 to together* 

It would trike v v)li»?Mn of sqv- 
( oral liandrod phge<«\':r-y^ntidn^Vll 
j that this roaiuont of the Den flag 
station vioihiiy eOnjd toll, o? the 
up* and downs, roum! and rounds 
of his eventful life aiul «niuch of 
it would bo interesting reading, 
<» »?,•*. . ■ •.t |tmt n « ho tells It, how 
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A*.l wrtil, contrary to tlio tloetor’s &*- J 

MuJ . ,, 

"•»,,rrMtrn»n. ,« ... ^ * 

*tnio T3u0kryO pjotieer’a -itecond I 
Uangbter, Kli/.wbeth, became Mrs. 

I Artct McClure TilMaw.er Pocahon- j 
I ms, or upper - 'Gree.^bnct^rlicr- 
Bon Samuel McClure, is ±emem-; 
bored on Stony Creek and vicinity 
I as the father of tho late Jaynes 
McClure near Onoto. 

James McClure is survived b yi 
numerous industrious sons and' 
daughters \Vhose families aregfoW-* 
in up in Virginia, West Virginia 


and Indiana. 




i 


■ 


.. r*. v 

Such arc a few of the reminis- 
cencee pertinent'to my recent visit 
to the hospitable . weli^fiirnisbdtb 
homo of Mr< and Mrs. Aaron Ko ol 
,vrl ,,n Ut tlio original Kdo li ctnettead. I 
a, hundred yonrg this line l^oon j 

ir 1 .. t. . 1 r.*.. oil t linno I 


k \ 


.a homo, and for. *11 thosej 

or ut\- \ yotirn httCl><U>n a plac^ where triiv-i 
nnd no4«iiiiiitai]COjl wou Id 
' l ^ontrouiiiy roceiveil «»ld h.th*Hf j 






omortidTHMl. 


FV> * f/«V« 


. It aroused my aympiitblos to' 
nni aon | find piy friend from liiS boyhood 

I ... .... I. 1 . 111 . lint Urt <>a. 





of heart no 
\ed *awfty 4 
fed and 
rthy Or un 
med to Btop 


daughters wlioso families ftrogroW^ 
in up in Virginia, West Virginia 
and Indiana, i ’jfe fjtf j t 

Sucli tiro a fow of the remind 
ceticoB pertjnent'to my recent vieit 
to the hospitable wcjl furm8ii<*d~, 
homo of Mi 1 , and Mrs.. Aaron Keo 
at the original Keo hetnegtead. 
I'or a hundred years this has,been 
ft ltoe homo, and for all .these 
years barhoen a place where trav- 
bftltevs and aecjnaintancGs would bo 


18 ' Ju . t ' lU ' c l geperously received and kindly 

•S R ' uW « en: 'entertained. * 4 


/ It aroused 

? second son 


i was diatin- 
?B9 for play- 
and tolling 


; 


my sympathies to 
find my friend from hif! boyhood] 
in such infirm health. But ho re*; 
ceives and endures tt ait with be* 
u i copying resignation, being fully 

; j . I pe^uaded that such is tho wisdom 

r a . ^ it an( j goodness of tho Supreme Be¬ 
rt me much I .v t , ,, - : ; , 

^ nog id whom all live, mave and 

oano .e. | |flve |jj 0 j r being/ that all at •-' last 

:t Joe | must and shall he .well; ‘ ~ 
ae nearer 

^ >r " l, l was looked for early in tho day 
, from m^ oozy quartern on-Joo Mc-j.< 

: KoilJu'rt porch began to fall aud|l 
! at frequent inturvalB thort 


About bight fall tho rain that 


irP~; 


la 




Go to tbo.wopdfl nod bills.—-I.ongfellow 


I knew nil that was worth' knowing 
J I and proceeded at once with hdro- 
I Me treatment. The poultices ami 
I I the tens were sniffed at with high 
toned professional disdain. It was 
j commonly .reported that he made 

( | a preparation that looked -like a 
' blue paste, equal 'parts, of aqua 
forlis and blue vitrole^among the 
ingredients, mounted hishorso and 
gallopped away to visit an ihnagin- 
ary patient. 

Her tortures. wero oxcrucating 
■™d yet s l ran go to say ’site got 


cty contrary to the doctor’s 8*- 
^Ttfnns. 

llio Buckeye p j onec r 1 s^ifecotuJ 
daughter, Kli/ahotli, became Airs. 
A rtof McOlure lii lower Pooalion* 
»hs. or upper* Greei^biTeV' ^ Her 
sou bumuol Mc(’luro, is romem* 
heitd on Stouv Crook ami vloinitv 
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«></. From fliis I squished for his fouduoss for play I'''*' rni 
[o Hcor^c Kor'^jinR practical jokes, and ta\Utig\ ctsiv0 « and un 
l/osfer linckloy, / strange yarns aboot ghost* and 1 comSDtf *“ 
d was buriod in I witclies. He possessdd ready wit 
Iveyard .many I and Ij is reportees remind me much 
I of John Randolph of Roanoke. 
niehcd a my It is my impression that Joe 
coping outfit Buckley could have coino nearer 
ress, and Mrs duplicating that person In form, 

I features, tones of vo t ico, sarcasm 
^and repartee than any 6nd P ever 
heard of. 
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In has been my fqrtnne to meet 
with a number of people that had 
often seen John Randolph and i 
was n common remark with them 
that they had never seen anyone 
like “Jack” Randolph.' 

-Now from what I have heard 
about Mr. Randolph, I feol pretty 
sure that if they had ever seen Joe 
riving out Buckley they would have qpitsay- 
pened one mg, “Wo novor saw anybody like 

t with the Jack Randolph.’’ 
instructed Borne of tho most withering, 
‘I they bo- boon, sarcastic ropfcrteea that 1 
not be | have over heard from anyone, 
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1$ Alston, V inch was her-kindness of fidnrt no 
Tbyatir*' I stranger was ever turned -away, 
soted to hei Tout all were ‘ warmed, fed and 
ira Buckle} 1 lodged. Whether worthy or tin- 
ructlons vtev* \ worthy, she never seemed to stpp 
he maintain- \ to inquire* and there is but little 
ig as she might \ doubt that time and again her gen- 
Tbo a' county I eroeity was abused. 1 
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was n common remark with them 
that they had never seen anyone 
like “Jack” Randolph.' 

Now from what I have heard 
about Mr. R&bdolpl), I feol pretty 
sure that if they had ever seen Joe 
Buckley they would have quit say¬ 
ing, “We never saw anybody like 
Jack Randolph.” 

Some of the most withering, 
keen, sarcastic repartees that 1 
have ever heard from anyono, 
were Joe Buckley’s remarks spok¬ 
en in Ills falgetto tones and not 
smile anywhere visible on his long 
sad face, nur a gleam of hnmor 
about his piercing gray 'eyes, that 
blazed beneath his prominent and 
rugged eye-brofos, with penetra¬ 
ting stjre. There was a some¬ 
thing about the way that Joe 
Buckley looked at you, that made 
one feel that ho knew it all about 
you and that the sooner you conld 
get out of the way the better it 
would b.o for your feelings .if you 
did not want to hoar it told on 
you and bo the subject of bilari- 
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eful in as-1 possession of Andrew Edrrtiston, Much was her, 
f U\o lime 1 of the Lower Levels. Thyatirr 1 stranger was i 
»e pionoorl was so useful and devoted t<Thei I but all Were 
md his two! mistress that when Mrs Buckl e\ lodged. Whet 
Jacob K.en-1 died her special instructions wen I worthy, she nor 
ineer homes. \ that Thyatira should be maintain- / to in ju/ie* and t 
AucVAey fam- ed by the family long as she might doubt that tiirw n 
nTthkt Jonh -J live, and must never be n county orosit^WalHvbmw 
"® .proposed charge. A cabin was built foi Joseph Buckle 
9 wont on to jjer near where the Buckeye stn- of the Pioneer I 
re Itie horse tion la now located. From this guishod ‘for his i 
s wife and/cabin she moved to George Koo's 
imp alouc /whose wife w tt s Heater Buckley, 
to the w-j where she died and was b u riod in 
• McNeel tl w .Buckley graveyard .many 
3e preri-/jears ago. 
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iia Ducklejr reached his »prqposod 
«d,/pWc0 of settlement, he wont on to 
he John -McNeel’s to Ijjvvq Itie horse 
cared for, leaving his wife and 
child jn the hunter’s camp alone 
all night. This leads to the in¬ 
ference that the Pioneer McNeel 
had come out some time previ¬ 
ously. • / 

Joshua Buckley secured the 
light to three hundred acres on 
.thg j;ast side of the Greenbrier 
alpng with a very considerable 
trace On the west side, contiguous 
to the mouth of Swrtgo. The pro- 
ceols,of the following autumn’s 
hunt met all the expense of secur¬ 
ing a title to these lands. 

So far as known John McNeel, 
.Jacob and CharleaKcnnison were 
the only residents of tlio Little 
hovels at tho titno Joshua Buck- 
>-y came to Buckeye, his attention 

."‘ V ‘"p ,JC0M dr “wn to this region 
>7-John McNeel. 

II"' hin/ter'a camp was occupied 

iKround C “ C ° Uld “"<1 
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filing with 
trace an the west side 
to the mouth of Swngo. The 
oeels.of the following autumn’s 
liunt met all the expenso of secur¬ 
ing a title to those lands. 

So far as known John McNeel, 
Jacob flDd Charles.Kennison were 
the only residents of the Little' 
Levels at the time Joshua Buck¬ 
ley enme to Buckeye, his attention 
' having been drawn to this region 
by John McNeel. 

The hunter's camp was occupied 
until n cabin could be built and 
ground prepared for corn, potatoes 
and buckwheat. The original 
dwelling was fifty* yards or more 
from the oast bank of the Green- 
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Family, who” it bo r nwn . 
that my Bucks Run ei n gnc* 

cl Joseph C,,ck '^ nt .M'fludson oi 
Aaron Kee >® ° f tbo Winchester 

Joshna C ‘ ,C ‘‘ ;!fceyo> From ir,: 
, pioneer of j|ied since publtsh- 
rh- f ^" 0 ”ZZahontu Sketches, J 
' ip * John Buckley, the pio- 
. '^ eldest son, was born non, 
V. Winchester, February 16, A' 62 , 
j is go recorded as I am advis- 
0 j. This date, should it prove 
-/authentic, would be useful in as¬ 
certaining something of the time 
wheu John -McNeel, the pioneer 
of the Little Levels and his two 
friends, Charles and Jacob Kcn- 
niSon located their pioneer homes. 
The tradition in the Buckley fam¬ 
ily is that the very day that Josh¬ 
ua Buckley reached his iproposed 
place of settlement, he went on to 
John McNeel V to have his horse 
cared for, leaving his wife and 
child in the hunter's camp alone 
all night. This loads to tho in¬ 
ference that the Pioneer McNeel 
h id come out some time previ¬ 
ously. • 
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; 0 ,Af\cr leavingyfoc McNeil's, ns 
rn$ntiof>cd last week* l tramped 
Hu; tiekls anil •• !i 

sod being nhnostT%T!ppt'ry us*5 
and i feachcd the pleasant Lome 
of Mr. ahd Mrs. Aaron- Kco. 

My ^"readers will readily per- 
hy this paper should bo sc 


ceivo w 

largely taken tip \vith the Buckley 
family, when it be remembered 
that tny Bucks Run host was nam- 
ei Joseph Buckley McNeill an^ 
Aaron Kee is a great grandson ol 
Joshua Buckley, the Winchester 
pioneer of Buckeyei From in¬ 
formal ion obtained since publish¬ 
ing tlio Pocahontas Sketclles, J 
learn that John Buckley, the pio* 
floor's oldest Hon, was born non? 
Winchester, February 10, 1702, 

and i« mi recorded ns I nm udvis 
o«l. This dnto, should it prove 
authentic, would bo UHofiil in a«- 

t*4trtniliili»# ani.intliimr nt tlm limn 








Go to thoiwopda and lulls.—Longfellow 






